. . (a) By sex, and by aae in periods (0-5, 5-, 15-1 25-, 35-, 45-, 55-, 65-, 75 and over) (Table LXXIV) .
(b) In, comparison -with that in various earlier years, or groups of years (Table LXXV) (Kennaway and Kennaway, 1937) . No better example has been given by later workers than that recorded by the Dutch investigators Snijders and Straub (1924) in Sumatra, who first described this numerical relation of total cancers in populations differing in habitat or in sex (Table V) . of cancer may thus be distributed over the various organs in different proportions. " There appears to be a general law that when in a given population the incidence of cancer in one particular organ is markedly increased as compared with another population, there is then a compensating decrease -in the incidence of cancer in a number of the other organs" (Cramer, 1936) . This phenomenon appears not to have attracted the attention of statisticians.
(b) The data shown in Table LXXVIIIa 0-35, 35-, 45-, 55-, 65-, 75 and over during the periods 1911-20, 1921-30, 1931-35, 1936-39, 1940-44, 1945 (Table LXXX) 1901-10,1911-20,.1921-30, 1931-35) (Table LXXVII) during 1940-42 and 1943-45 (Table LXXXI) (Stocks, 1936) (Registrar-General, 1927) contains the first detailed study of the social incidence of cancer upon the various organs in men, which study developed from an earher investigation of the incidence of cancer as a whole (Stevenson, 1923 The paragraph made up by these two sentences should be regarded as one of the classics of cancer research, for it brings carcinogenesis in man into relation with factors in everyday life which can be investigated, while the most refined methods of physics and chemistry are applied to the problem of cancer in general.
The most extreme instance of a social factor in the incidence of cancer appears in the case of cancer of the scrotum (Kennaway and Ken-naway, 1946) , which could in all probability be eliminated altogether by cleanl'mess as is cancer of the penis by circumcision in infancy. In -1930- (Kennaway and Kennaway, 1936; Wassink, 1930; Registrar-General, 1927, Appendix D) ; the change in gradient in the former only might suggest that this is due to another factor, namely, better oral hygiene.
The lack of influence of social class upon the hability to cancer of the lung, together with the very considerable effect of urban conditions (Stocks, 1936 ; Registrar-General, 1947, Table VII ), su ests some carcinogenic factor to which all classes are exposed; owing to the rnixing action of the wind there is less difference in the outdoor air breathed by different classes than in other social conditions such as food and cleanhness (Kennaway and Kennaway, 1947) , and all classes seem to share in the increased use of tobacco, largely in the form of cigarettes.
A good example of the unique value of such studies of social distribution is given by cancer of the uterus, which was examined in this way for the first time in (1) The British Empire Cancer Campaign has published in its 13th Annual Report a very elaborate study by Stocks (1936) , illustrated by 17 maps, of the distribution of cancer of eight sites (oesophagus ; stomach ; intestines ; rectum ; liver, gall-bladder and pancreas; skin; lung; breast) in both sexes at various ages in the counties and county boroughs of England and Wales. The 14th Report of the Campaign records an extension of this study (Stocks, 1937) , with 7 maps, to cancer of other sites (tongue, mouth, jaw, larynx, bladder, prostate), and a final section (Stocks, 1939) , with 9 maps, deals with cancer of the uterus, vagina, ovaries and Fallopian tubes, and of the skin, lung, rectum and bones in women. No such study of cancer in relation to this, or any other, geographical area has ever been made, and no summary is attempted here of the results and suggestions for research which it contains.
(2) The changes in mortahty from cancer of various organs in England and Wales between 1911 and 1944 are described in a paper by Stocks and MacKay (1946) .
(3) The General Register Office has pubhshed a study by Stocks (RegistrarGeneral, 1947) 
